
What are the potential benefits 
and risks of AI in Africa?

How can we harness the potential
of AI in Africa?

The potential can be captured through the power of understanding data, 
technology and then application thereof. Africa must look at the 
question of how we can apply impact over the continent for leapfrog 
effect, or else run the risk of widening the societal, racial, and gender 
gaps. Artificial Intelligence is impacting the future of virtually every 
industry and every human being, both in real-time and in virtual worlds 
alike. Inclusion of all kinds is paramount.  AI has acted as the main driver 
ofof emerging technologies like big data, robotics and IoT, and will continue 
to act as a technological innovator for the foreseeable future thereby 
digital identity and flow of data within the continent is crucial. 

We have learned from dystopian novels or Hollywood movies that AI is 
not without its risks. Automation could render obsolete jobs and affect 
millions, from Ethiopian seamstresses to Moroccan call center 
representatives. Risks include a lack of skills, and of leaders. Another 
includes data repositories. For example, regarding African-centric data 
like genomics within the continent, only 2% have happened to date. Also, 
the ability to capture structured data is glaring. This is due to policies 
araround human rights, data sovereignty, lack of adoption and shortage of 
skills. We currently sit with only 6 of 54 countries with adopted, not 
effective, data policies, while large portions of Sierra Leone only recently 
abolishing the death penalty. Benefits include solving and uplifting 
communities at a large grand scale, as per the initially set promise of 
technology. In recent pandemic,we have seen its help unlock the vaccine 
and clinical trials much faster and widespread, enabling the approval and 
aadministration relatively quicker than previously know. Other advantages 
tagged include automation, hence keeping things operational 24/7, and 
making engagements real-time driven.  AI can “see” things we don’t 
necessarily see, thus enhancing the real-time generation and needs. 
Augmented Intelligence has taught us to see things from a bigger 
picture perspective. 
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We need to be aware that we are not forcing our own values and priorities 
upon others, especially in a world without digital borders. An AI product 
that is launched today has the potential to be available worldwide 
immediately. We are overlooking non-Western ethical values and 
perspectives, and how the use of AI impacts the power relationships 
within society (between individuals, corporations and government) and 
between different countries. The tools created and offered should use the 
insightsinsights of the impacted people and work towards making their lives 
easier, not assuming that developers have the solutions. The inclusive 
nature, together with diversity and ethics, is the preferred approach in AI 
thinking. Design and application should be no different. Also, AI 
practitioners need to ensure that their solutions are unbiased and not 
create extra hurdles for people with disabilities or evaluate them as 
“outliers” in data or results. One billion people, or 15% of the world’s       
population,population, experience some form of disability. So, we need to move away 
from treating typical body and mind as the norm.

Technologies have helped us deliver services to the most remote parts of 
the globe.  Diversity and inclusion of economic, social and humanitarian 
areas are the largest benefactors. 

What concerns and ethical challenges 
related to the use of AI are especially 
prevalent in the African context?

Sadly, not much to date. Yes, there are lots of startups popping up, and 
more investments have given a lift to Africa. However, the application and 
value of where it can be best-derived is lacking, together with no policies 
supporting data, AI, and blockchain within each country of the continent. 
Research, I believe, plays a valuable role in this as is execution of 
innovations and collaboration. 

What are the recent major 
developments in AI in your country?

https://rainafrica.org/
https://web.facebook.com/RAIAfricaNetwork/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/responsible-ai-in-africa-research-network/
https://twitter.com/AIAfricaNetwork
https://www.instagram.com/rain.africa/


Since I wear many hats, one area is building ecosystems that are of 
impact, and sustainability. RAI my startup we focus on AI, Data and 
Blockchain creations. Mentor and shape startups within the continent. 
Founder Institute accelerator has launched within Africa together with 
many ventures’ capital launches from Africa for Africa.  I also work on 
policies strategy, creation, or amendments and advisory around Data 
Privacy, Intellectual Property, Investment Policies, Artificial Intelligence 
StStrategy and Blockchain Strategy. Finally, I am starting research grant 
partnering for specific areas, investment funds and currently writing a 
book for Africa. Working with entire eco-system is key. 

What are the AI projects you are 
currently working on?  
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What do you hope the Responsible
AI Network Africa will achieve?

The role of the Responsible AI Network Africa is a critical one, as it bridges 
the conversations and players across academia, industries and citizens. 
Such an approach could blend a helping hand for use case identification, 
grants applications and research highlights within the continent. Added 
to this, RAIN Africa brings experts and like-minded thought leaders to 
drive the efforts of leapfrogging Africa. Workshops, roundtables and alike 
will certainly aim to fast-track applications and key players in making 
quiquicker decisions. 

Meet #aiMom | Conscious Creator | Top 100 Women in 
Leadership |Trailblazer | Thought Leader |Chairperson - An AI 
mentor, strategist and trailblazer standing for the unification of 
the African tech space. She is a conscious tech proponent with 
expertise in strategy, technology and psychology and their 
integration into AI, blockchain and ethics. This friendly, 
neighborhood tech catalyst roles as chairperson, director and 
foufounder across multiple industries, sectors and technologies - 
aiming to unlock the potential of the African AI arena. 
Humanising technology and actively serving as a growth enabler 
for tech talent, Lavina is a force to be reckoned with. 
#shespeaksafrica with a harvested blend between 
multidisciplinary, multi sector and multi technologies. Passion to 
unlock and be the consciousness for Africa's Artificial 
InIntelligence arenas by uniting Africa's voices and talents. Areas 
include technology, psychology and economics which expand 
into Artificial Intelligence, Blockchain and Ethics while 
developing skills to humanise technology.

https://twitter.com/Lavina_rr

https://www.linkedin.com/in/lavina-ramkissoon/
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