
What are the potential benefits 
and risks of AI in Africa?

How can we harness the potential
of AI in Africa?

I see AI as an important tool that can help 
African countries leverage key sectors of the 
economy and society. And here, government 
leaders play a major role, investing in AI-based 
digital transformation, and pushing the private 
sector in the same direction. However, new 
start-ups should also aim to use AI technologies 
to cto create a fairer and more inclusive society. 

The potential benefits are many. In a rich 
continent like ours, with many natural and 
mineral resources, a judicious and responsible 
bet on AI can help enhance agriculture, 
livestock, fishing, and industry. It can also help to 
improve security, to detect epidemic outbreaks, 
and to achieve social balance. The risks of using 
AIAI are essentially related to privacy regarding 
personal data and imminent security risks when 
used in a biased and malicious way.

AI has often been used maliciously to create 
malicious chatbots or fake news to influence 
voters in an election or denigrate one's image. 
Personal data has been used for unauthorized 
commercial campaigns and policies. 
Traffickers and terrorists are increasingly 
turning to AI technologies for their purposes. 
ThTherefore, it is very important to educate the 
new generation for more responsible use of 
this technology. New leaders must invest in 
increasingly robust regulatory and oversight 
systems.

Cape Verde is still taking its first steps in 
integrating AI technologies. The few existing 
government initiatives are related to the use of 
chatbots on institutional sites. The private 
sector has been the biggest driver, where one 
can find some timid initiatives related to 
digital banking transactions. It has been 
acacademia and small start-ups trying to project 
AI into other domains such as home 
automation, healthcare, fleet management, 
queue management, energy resource 
management, etc.
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What concerns and ethical challenges 
related to the use of AI are especially 
prevalent in the African context?

What are the recent major 
developments in AI in your country?

https://www.instagram.com/rain.africa/
https://twitter.com/AIAfricaNetwork
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/responsible-ai-in-africa-research-network/
https://web.facebook.com/RAIAfricaNetwork/
https://rainafrica.org/


I have been working on AI research projects for 
academia but also on prototyping projects with 
private institutions. My focus has been on the 
smart grid, the intelligent management of 
renewable energy resources, and the creation of 
smart solutions for smart cities. I am currently 
working with students and the smart city Cape 
VeVerde foundation on projects related to smart 
public lighting, smart building, and the 
application of AI in monitoring an energy system 
100% based on renewable energies.

The Responsible AI Network Africa should act as 
a credible influencer for AI developers, users and  
policymakers, monitoring and reporting 
anomalies to ensure that AI is indeed beneficial, 
safe and equitable. As responsible AI Network 
researchers, it is our responsibility to work for the 
expansion of this network by sharing knowledge 
anand producing credible work on the responsible 
use of AI.

The Engineer and Professor Claudino Mendes is 
an assistant professor at the Faculty of Science 
and Technology of the University of Cape Verde, 
where, in addition to teaching, he was also a 
member and vice-president of the board of 
directors. He is also coordinator of the computer 
engineering and communication and 
mumultimedia courses.
He has dedicated his research to smart 
technologies, applied to smart grid and smart 
cities, but he also has several studies on the use 
of renewable energies in electricity production 
with special emphasis on island systems.
Dr. Claudino Mendes is currently vice president 
of the smart city Cape Verde foundation, and 
works as an international consultant on projects 
related to renewable energy, energy efficiency, 
and smart grid. He is a member of Rain-Africa 
representing Cape Verd.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/claudino-mendes-phd-bb35b7a7/

What are the AI projects you are 
currently working on?  
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What do you hope the Responsible
AI Network Africa will achieve?

https://twitter.com/AIAfricaNetwork
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