
What are the potential benefits 
and risks of AI in Africa?

How can we harness the potential
of AI in Africa?

Government should promote and support 
organizations and academia that are venturing 
into AI research areas. For example, precision 
agriculture, precision forecasting and drones 
should be used to automate farming activities. In 
the healthcare sector, AI should be used to 
improve healthcare delivery. AI technology can 
mamake the education system smarter. 
Additionally, AI can help to solve the economic 
problems that Africans are facing.

The benefits in Africa through AI are, for 
example, the medical discoveries that have been 
made such as AI-assisted robotic surgery, and 
that are thereby helping humanity. AI is making 
our work easier by reducing work stress. It has 
helped humans to be more effective, by 
augmenting human capacity for instance. The 
risrisks include automation of job and malicious 
use of AI in general, which call for the ethical use 
of AI.  

The potential misuse of AI is a course for 
concern, which demands the establishment of 
ethical standards and regulatory parameters. 
Is ethics embedded in the design and 
development process of AI systems from the 
very beginning? Who should be accountable 
when an AI system produces an unethical 
ououtcome? Are the right inputs and datasets 
being used in the algorithms? Accountability 
and fairness should be established.

In Nigeria, we have not levelled up on AI in 
general. The Nigerian government recently 
inaugurated the National Centre for Artificial 
Intelligence and Robotics. The work done on AI 
is mainly on the use of algorithms, frameworks 
in different sub-fields of AI to develop models 
and solve problems. Private organisations like 
DataScieDataScience Nigeria are also involved in AI 
model development; they launched the first AI 
hub in Nigeria. 
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What concerns and ethical challenges 
related to the use of AI are especially 
prevalent in the African context?

What are the recent major 
developments in AI in your country?

https://rainafrica.org/
https://web.facebook.com/RAIAfricaNetwork/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/responsible-ai-in-africa-research-network/
https://twitter.com/AIAfricaNetwork
https://www.instagram.com/rain.africa/


I am currently working on a project called 
“Towards a secured and accountable AI-based 
Quality of Service (QoS) framework for 
multimedia systems”. This will lead to the 
delivery of Quality of Experience (QoE) that 
consistently meets user expectations. I am also 
working on the development of “An enhanced 
classificationclassification model for likelihood of zero-day 
attack detection and estimation”.

With potential efforts of the RAIN Africa team, 
higher institutions in Africa should be 
encouraged to create more awareness 
concerning AI ethics courses. In Nigeria, RAIN 
Africa should encourage National Universities 
Commission (NUC) to make it mandatory for 
higher institutions to integrate AI ethics into the 
cucurriculum. The RAIN Africa should thus help 
Africans to benefit from the ethical use of AI in 
all higher institutions. Academia and researchers 
should stick to the existing ethics and standards 
of developing AI systems. They should also 
collaborate with those in the industry to bring 
the benefits of AI ethics into the classrooms.

Prof. Laeticia Nneka Onyejegbu is currently the 
Dean of Faculty of Computing, University of Port 
Harcourt, Nigeria. She played a role, during her 
tenure as the Head of Department of Computer 
Science in the Faculty of Science, University of 
Port-Harcourt, in making it possible for the 
University management to go into partnership 
withwith Huawei technologies company for training 
of staff and students in the Huawei Certified 
Network Professional (HCNP) certification and 
Artificial Intelligence. This action allowed for 
three of her students to earn scholarships for 
further training with Huawei technologies 
company in China. Her area of research interest 
isis in Artificial Intelligence and Web Technology. 
She is currently developing a QoS framework 
that will lead to the delivery of QoE that 
consistently meets user expectation, and at the 
same time, comply with organizational 
expectations. She is a member of the 
Organization of Women in Science for the 
DDeveloping World (OWSD) and member of the 
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers 
(IEEE). 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/laeticia-onyejegbu-a181a0111

https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2554-0305

What are the AI projects you are 
currently working on?  
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What do you hope the Responsible
AI Network Africa will achieve?
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